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1 & 2 Chronicles 

Pathways of Discipleship Bible Survey 

Title and Meaning 

 1 & 2 Chronicles were originally one book called “Events of the days” in the Hebrew Bible 

 Chronicles is the last book in the Hebrew Bible 

 LXX divided the book into two parts, and placed them after Kings, calling them “the things omitted, left 

over”; they are often two of the most overlooked books in the Bible (thought to be just a supplement to 

Samuel and Kings; modern readers struggle to understand and read genealogies; written long after events 

occurred, casting doubt on their reliability) 

 Church Father Jerome, author of the Latin Vulgate, said the books contained “the chronicle of the whole of 

sacred history”; this is where the name “Chronicles” originated 

Author & Date 

 Books are anonymous; author used wide range of biblical and extrabiblical sources 

 Chronicles written/compiled between 450-430  B.C. 

 During postexilic period 

Background and Setting 

 Original audience 

 Had just returned from exile to the Promised Land; this experience was very different from the land 

once ruled by David and Solomon 

 No Hebrew king; under Persian rule 

 No security for Jerusalem; Nehemiah had to rebuild the walls 

 No temple; constructed a pitiful replacement for Solomon’s temple 

 Jews no longer dominated the region; they were on the defensive 

 Few divine blessings other than their return to the land 

 Possessed little of the kingdom’s former wealth 

 God’s divine presence had departed Jerusalem 

 Original audience were the people who had returned from exile to rebuild Jerusalem under Ezra and 

Nehemiah 

 Author quotes from both Samuel and Kings 

Purpose 

 Chronicles is one of two books in the Bible to cover all of human history from creation to the author’s day; 

both Matthew and Chronicles use genealogies to accomplish this 

 Chronicler lives at a later time than the writer of Kings; the needs of his audience are different 
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 Community is not asking, “how did exile happen”; instead it is asking questions about its relationship to 

its past: “In the judgment of the exile, had God ended his covenant with Israel?” “Are we still the people 

of God?” “Is God still interested in us?” “What do God’s promises to Israel, Jerusalem, and David before 

the exile have to do with us who live after?” 

 Written to give a different perspective on the monarchy and divided kingdom…from the perspective of the 

exiles 

Structure of Books 

 Basic Outline 

 Genealogies (1 Chron. 1-9) 

 United Monarchy under David and Solomon (1 Chron. 10-2 Chron. 9) 

 Divided Monarchy, but including only Judah (2 Chron. 10-36) 

 1 Chronicles covers the same period as 2 Samuel; 2 Chronicles covers the same period as 1 & 2 Kings 

Major Themes 

 Genealogies 

 Chronicles is one of two books in the Bible to cover all of human history from creation to the author’s 

day; both Matthew and Chronicles use genealogies to accomplish this 

 These records tie together all of OT; remember, they are included as the last books of the Hebrew Bible 

 Be sure to read the genealogies from the eyes of the original audience 

 For a generation asking about its relationship to Israel in the past, the genealogies directly address 

the question of the continuity of the restoration community with Israel of old 

 Using the genealogies, the Chronicler relates his own generation to Adam; for those wondering “Is 

God still interested in us?” the chronicler gives a resounding “Yes! He has always been.”  The 

genealogies speak of Israel’s continuity and her existence as God’s chosen people 

 The chronicler’s selective genealogy and history of Israel, stretching from Adam to the return from 

Babylon, was intended to remind the Jews of God’s promises and intentions about 

 The land, the nation, the line of David, the priests of the Levites, the temple, true worship 

 None of these had been annulled because of the Babylonian captivity 

 All of this was to remind them of their spiritual heritage during the difficult times they face, and to 

encourage them to be faithful to God 

 Positive Focus on the Past 

 David and Solomon 

 Almost 40% of book on David and Solomon 

 Radically different from Samuel/Kings; did not recorded incidents that would in any way tarnish 

the image of David or Solomon 

 No mention of David’s sin with Bathsheba and consequences of this sin; point is to focus on the 

David of the future that will fulfill the promise 

 Focus on David’s work in making preparations for the temple (1 Chron 22-27) 

 Smooth transition between David to Solomon that is supported by all the people (1 Chron 28-29) 
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 No mention of Solomon taking revenge on David’s enemies (cf 1 Kings 2) 

 Does not mention Solomon’s many wives or his apostasy; point was that God wasn’t interested in 

failures of the past 

 Blame for schism between Israel and Judah attributed to Jeroboam (cf 2 Chron 13:6-7), not the sins 

of Solomon and Reheboam (note 2 Chron 11:17) 

 Purpose of all this is to stress that the Davidic covenant still exists 

 David and Solomon are portrayed as glorious, obedient, all-conquering figures who enjoy not only 

divine blessing but also the support of the nation 

 David and Solomon held up as ideals and anticipations for what is to come in the future; they 

embodied what God wants his people to become 

 Stresses the importance of true worship in the temple, as established by David and Solomon; 

Solomon built a temple, and so should you! 

 Blessing and Judgment 

 Obedience brings blessing 

 Disobedience brings judgment 

 Chronicler hopes to show that each generation is blessed or judged in terms of its own actions—

immediate retribution 

 2 Chronicles 7:14 

 Most of the material unique to Chronicles is providing a theological rationale for the events he 

narrates or showing how God does indeed bless or judge each generation in terms of its own 

response to his commands 

 Acts of piety and obedience are rewarded with success and prosperity, building programs, 

victory in warfare, progeny, popular support, large armies 

 Disobedience and infidelity bring military defeat, the disaffection of the population, and illness 

 Alongside cultic offenses and the failure to seek God and to humble oneself, foreign alliances 

represented failure to trust God and always resulted in judgment 

 In Chronicles, wicked kings do not engage in building programs; they have no great number of 

wives and progeny, no great wealth, and command no great armies; these tokens of divine 

blessing are reserved to the pious 

 In his emphasis on immediate retribution, the Chronicler is warning the restoration 

community against any complacency or presumption that punishment might be deferred as it 

had been in the past.  For a nation once again “serving  the kings of other lands,” survival and 

blessing were found through seeking God and humbling oneself before him 

 Three basic failures by the kings of Judah brought God’s wrath 

 Personal sin 

 False worship/idolatry 

 Trust in man rather than God 

 Hope 

 Kings ended with the deportation to Babylon; Chronicles ends with the Jews’ release from Persia 

and return to Jerusalem 
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 Written to the recently returned Jewish exiles as a chronicle of God’s intention of future blessing, 

in spite of the nations’ past moral/spiritual failure for which the people paide dearly under God’s 

wrath 

 Two books are designed to assure the returning Jews that, in spite of their checkered past and 

present plight, God will be true to His covenant promises 

 God brought them back to the land, preserved their ethnic identity and national identity, even 

though they were still under God’s judgment 

 Priestly line was still intact, providing hope that the blessing and presence of God will one day 

return 

 Promise of Davidic king still valid 

 These were the people who had returned from exile to rebuild Jerusalem under Ezra and 

Nehemiah.  The new community had no king; the priests were their leaders 

 They needed to be linked with the past 

 They needed reassurance that God was still with them, working out his purposes 

 They needed to know how best to reestablish worship 

 They needed to be reminded that their future wellbeing depended on their faithfulness to God.  

They had experienced God’s judgment in the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple and in 

their own long years of exile 

 It must never happen again 

 Chronicles hopes for the eventual ideal Messiah who would rule God’s people 

 Summary of Themes 

 God is seeking people who will seek Him with a whole heart 

 God will restore His people if they turn from their sinful ways and seek Him with complete devotion 

 God is faithful, even when His people are not 

 

 

Resources 

John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Handbook 
Zondervan Handbook to the Bible 
Lasor, Hubbard, and Bush: Old Testament Survey 
Longman and Dillard: An Introduction to the Old Testament 
Lecture Notes from Liberty Theological Seminary, Dr. Gary Yates 
Holman Illustrated Study Bible 
 


